
Garrettsville Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

May 7, 2015 

At 7:00pm, Chairman Hardesty called the Garrettsville Planning Commission to order with, Jerry Kehoe, Robert Matson, Mayor Patrick, and 

Jan Boehm, Zoning Inspector present. Jeff Sheehan arrived later, and Michele Stuck, Solicitor, was absent. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance Chairman Hardesty went to item one of the agenda, brought forth from the April agenda and as requested by 

the Planning Commission, was review of information researched by Solicitor Stuck, revisions to Codified Ordinance 1193.02 and 1193.03 for 

total replacement of pre-existing nonconforming homes in the R-2 zoning district.  There were no comments; however, this item was tabled 

until next month when the Solicitor will be present. 

Item two on the agenda was a nine parcel lot combination into one parcel of the “Buckeye Block” on Main Street, requested by Mr. Michael 

Mascheck.  The Planning Commission found no issues with the request. 

Matson motioned for an approval; Kehoe seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes unanimous  

Item three for discussion from the Zoning Office was, per Planning Commission’s request a second letter was sent to Hallrich Inc. on March 

24, 2015, regarding the lack of indication of the red neon lighting on the partial perimeter of the building and the requirement of another site 

plan and fee.  Zoning received a phone call on 03/31/15 from Hallrich; returned call on 04/02/15.  Hallrich requested another site plan 

application on that date; from the discussion it was discovered the Village was not sent the “contractor’s blueprint” which includes the neon 

lighting. Lighting in question was not indicated on drawings received by the Village.  No correspondence has been received since then.  After 

discussion it was decided the issue would be carried to the next month meeting; the issue would be handled by the Solicitor as no response 

was given to the Zoning Office. 

Item four on the agenda was the complaints from the residents and property owners on Freedom Street regarding the parking of semi-trucks 

within the C-2 and R-3 zoning districts at 8018 French Street, S & K Sales. A discussion ensued as per Matson, currently the truck parking is 

nonconforming to the current Codified Ordinances; either take the issue to Council to change the ordinances, remove the trucks, or request a 

variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. Chairman Hardesty wished to choose reasonable accommodations and make a remedy 

acceptable to the truckers and the residents. 

Mr. William Nemeth, a resident near the parking area in question, offered a typed handout to the members of the Planning Commission of 

“Arguments for Opposing the proposed Truck Stop Variance to current zoning plan” highlighting “health and environmental reasons, 

lowering of property values, keeping Garrettsville strong, safe and beautiful”.  A discussion of the pre-existing zoning map indicated the 

commercial business was within the C-2 zoning district in the 1974 Zoning Ordinances.  Mayor Patrick stated he had talked to Brian Wilke, 

owner of the S & K Sales, where the semi-trucks are parked; Mr. Wilke’s only concern was the parking of his own trucks incidental to his 

business.  Discussion of parking of vehicles incidental to the current business was confirmed under Garrettsville’s Codified Ordinance 

1135.01(47).  Mayor Patrick also stated he had talked to Larry Roach a truck driver, who has several trucks parked at the French Street 

location who stated he had no issue with moving his trucks as he has parking available elsewhere in Nelson. 

At this time Chairman Hardesty solicited comments from the audience, which consisted of several neighbors living near the parking area in 

question on French Street. Nemeth stated for the last two years there have been intolerable diesel fumes from the idling of trucks day and 

night parked where the old lumber yard sheds were demolished.  Fumes to the extent they penetrated the house in winter and are a health 

hazard concern to him and his wife.  Mr. Richard Knerem, a property owner of three homes on Freedom Street stated the “truck stop 

problem” has been an issue for longer than two years. Ms. Patricia Mikula, a neighbor of the French Street property, stated there has been a 

problem since 2002 when the Mega Plastics trucks moved and other rigs started to park at the location.  Mikula also stated Larry Roach has 

parked his trucks there for the longest time; “it’s not right”; this winter trucks were running all night long; last weekend after the Village 

notified them, that they had to move, there were eight to ten trucks parked at the location.  Mikula stated also the once S & K Sales moved in 

there were more trucks parking at the location. Mikula also stated after the notification to S & K to remove the semi-trucks the trucks were 

more noisy and she feels they are harassing her because her name was published in the Record Courier article. 

Mr. John Andel, a retired State Highway Patrolman and cross trained in Ohio Department of Transportation regulations for Commercial 

Motor Carrier Enforcement, from the audience, stated he had observed the trucks for the past few weeks.  Mr. Andel stated he had noticed the 

three sand hauler trucks which are too heavy for the secondary roads within Garrettsville that have insufficient road base to accommodate the 

heavy trucks.  Mr. Andel stated the resurfacing that was just completed “will be gone and was a waste of the taxpayer’s money”, because the 

most damage to the roads are done at startup because of the slow turns. Mr. Andel also stated the reason truck stops are located on state 

highways is that the state highways have the road base to accommodate the heavy truck loads.  Mr. Andel added the existing issue of the 



truck stop is a “nuisance” next to the adjacent residential properties, as there are various regulations which must be followed in conjunction with 

truck stop parking such as the installation of a 10’ to 15’ solid barrier for the exhaust emissions to the residential area.  Mr. Andel stated the truck 

parking is “not a good mix next to residential properties”, he believes “it devalues the properties, and hates seeing the trucks there.” 

Knerem, from the audience asked if a portion of the property in question could be used as parking for headwaters trails once the trucks are removed.   

Member Sheehan stated he reviewed the commercial zoning application and zoning permit for S & K Sales; the application was for commercial 

hardware, power equipment sales, lawn mowers, etc. not for semi-truck parking.  Matson stated. “The semi-truck parking is illegal and needs to 

stop”.  Mayor Patrick stated “the Planning Commission needs to talk to Solicitor Stuck”.  Knerem asked, “How much tax revenue is the truck parking 

rent generating”.  Matson stated, “It was unlikely the truckers live in the Village, don’t pay tax, and why should the Village accommodate the 

situation.”  Matson also stated there was no reason for the Village to grant a variance because there are no circumstances or conditions which would 

deprive S & K of the reasonable use of the land or buildings within its zoning district.   

At this time the Zoning Inspector was instructed to generate letters to the neighbors of S & K to notify them of the June Planning Commission 

meeting to enable them an opportunity to discuss any issues.   

After discussion it was agreed to consult the Solicitor regarding a time frame for the semi-trucks to vacate the property, ways to enforce the zoning 

codes, and steps to remedy the solution quickly including towing of vehicles if necessary.   

Item one of the agenda was the review of information researched by Solicitor Stuck, revisions to Codified Ordinance 1193.02 and 1193.03 for total 

replacement of pre-existing nonconforming homes in the R-2 zoning district.  A discussion commenced as Sheehan likes the “unknown location” 

option of the information submitted by the solicitor; however he does not like the time limit put on restoration or rebuilding.  Mayor Patrick would 

like to include a time limit for clean-up of the area; Matson would like to include a clause requiring the property be razed should damage due to fire 

render property inhabitable. Sheehan would also like to include legislation for enforcement of the ordinance.  Mayor Patrick stated he would talk to 

Mark Ellerhorst of Ellerhorst Insurance Agency in Garrettsville for his professional input.   

At this time Chairman Hardesty called for the approval of the March 5, 2015, Planning Commission meeting minutes.  Member Kehoe motioned for 

an approval and Matson seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes unanimous  

The semi-truck parking issue was again discussed.  It was agreed the Solicitor would define enforcement actions, the parking would be allowed until 

the June meeting for any response from S & K; if there is no response legal action is to be taken.  Again the notification of neighbors was 

highlighted; if there would be no legal problems, the Village will ask for immediate removal of the trucks.   

At this time Sheehan submitted information previously requested by the Planning Commission for a solar powered traffic warning light signage to be 

placed on State Street warning motorists with LED blinking lights of “Caution: Plaza Entrance”.  The lights would be radar configured; the cost is 

$2,100.00.  After a discussion the Planning Commission was in agreement to request an approval from Council with a motion from Sheehan and a 

second to the motion by Mayor Patrick.   

 Vote:  Ayes unanimous  

Mayor Patrick informed the commission of a new organization, “Garrettsville Women in Business”.  The organization was formed to generate 

business on Main Street.  Women business owners wished to organize a sidewalk sale of inventory in their respective businesses on Main Street.  

After contact with the zoning office, the organization wished to have a sidewalk sale on the Labor Day weekend.  Sidewalk displays and sales are 

prohibited within the Central Business District; therefore, a variance would be required should the organization wish to conduct the above sale.  

Discussed was the possibility of the Zoning Inspector’s discretionary ruling or granting of a variance with respect to the application of the code for 

the above issue upon the approval of the Solicitor’s research of the feasibility within the Codified Ordinances.  Sheehan motioned; seconded by 

Matson for granting the Zoning Inspector discretionary decisions regarding such variances. 

Vote:  Ayes unanimous 

At this time Mayor Patrick informed the Planning Commission of the possibility of the students in the J.A. Garfield’s school system to paint a mural 

banner to be attached to one side of the remaining brick building left after the fire on Main Street to disguise the unsightly damage caused by the fire.  

The feasibility of painting a mural directly on the building as opposed to the temporary nature of a plastic banner was discussed.  Nothing was 

resolved at this time.   

Chairman Hardesty called for a motion for adjournment.  Mayor Patrick motioned for an adjournment; Kehoe seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes unanimous 


