
Garrettsville Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

March 5, 2015 

At 7:00pm, Chairman Hardesty called the Garrettsville Planning Commission to order with Jeff Sheehan, Jerry Kehoe, Robert Matson, 

Mayor Patrick, Michele Stuck, Solicitor, and Jan Boehm, Zoning Inspector present.  

After the Pledge of Allegiance; Chairman Hardesty requested an approval of the February 5, 2015. The Planning Commission Minutes 

were approved when Matson motioned to approve and Jerry Kehoe seconded the motion.  Mayor Patrick abstained. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous, abstention by Patrick  

Richard and Susan Jajcinovic of 8246 Clover Lane were in attendance to request a lot combination of the neighboring vacant lot, 

which they own, with their lot at the above address located within the R-2 zoning district.  The reason for the lot combination was the 

owner’s desire to build an accessory building on the property.  The survey drawing was reviewed. 

Sheehan motioned to approve the lot augmentation; Matson seconded the motion.   

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

At this time item four from the agenda was discussed.  Requested by Stuck and Sheehan, was a recommendation for a revision to 

Ordinance 1193.02 and 1193.07 for a greater than 50% or 100% replacement of pre-existing nonconforming homes in the R-2 zoning 

districts.  This is being considered due to the difficulty by the buyers of the property located at 7948 Shawnee Trail with obtaining a 

residential mortgage loan for that property.     

The history of the property in question was discussed at this time as being in conformance when platted May 15, 1981, with Section 

312.3A of the then current zoning code.  The single family dwelling was built also in conformance with the zoning code.  On 

September 11, 1996, Ordinance 1171.03(a) was passed, requiring 0.5 acres as the minimum lot requirement within the R-2 zoning 

district. Ordinances 1193.02 and 1193.07 permit the pre-existing nonconforming dwelling to be rebuilt in case of total loss or greater 

than 50% damage provided approval is granted by the Garrettsville Board of Zoning Appeals.  These ordinances quoted in a letter 

from the zoning office were not sufficient for Portage Community Bank to grant the loan based on the ability for total replacement.  

Such unintended consequences were not realized at that time; therefore Sheehan suggested an addition to section Ordinance 1193.08. 

Dolores Brady McCumbers from MB Realty, in the audience, voiced her extreme concern regarding the existing ordinances; however, 

after doing research she discovered the City of Kent having similar ordinances to manage these issues.   McCumbers asked the 

Planning Commission if some resolution could be accomplished that evening; however, it was discussed there was no recourse at this 

time.  

From the audience, the purchaser of the Shawnee Trail property, Mr. N. Schkurko, requested the omission of the last paragraph of the 

zoning office letter and a resubmission of the augmented letter which might suffice for the loan institution.  Solicitor Stuck indicated 

that was not possible. 

At this time Stuck stated this was a discussion for the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The Commission attempted to find the most 

expedient resolution as Council action would take more time; a Board of Zoning Appeals request was decided would be the most 

expedient.   

Members Sheehan and Kehoe recommended the Board of Zoning Appeals do whatever possible to expedite a solution to the above 

restoration issue.     

Brought forward from the February meeting was the discussion for the utilization of CBDG grant funds for Main Street.  Sheehan 

stated there is a standing attempt to install a temporary water line to the remaining building at 8123 Main Street; however, the weather 

has been uncooperative, and had hoped to attempt a dig by Wednesday, March 11th to accomplish an exploratory test excavation and 

temporary water main installation. Discussed was the utilization of funds for new sidewalks and new decorative lamp poles; however, 

it was noted it may be months or years before any new construction may take place; then it would be the owners responsibility to 

repair any damage that may occur. 

Matson commented the utilization of the money for sidewalks and trees would be a waste, but sidewalks on Center and High may be 

an advantageous alternative.   Sheehan interjected his view of moving the lamp poles farther off the street as they may be damaged by 



parking cars; this may be opportune time for the installation of storm sewers on Main, Center and High Streets.  Again Sheehan stated 

he now has the opportunity to explore the subsurface of the area in view of the permitted temporary easement for the water line to 

8123 Main Street as an advantageous prerequisite exploration for the storm sewers. Matson stated this was a Council issue; he would 

recommend Council consider the installation of storm sewers and utility setback.  

Agreed to recommend to Council was the wraparound storm sewers along Main to Center and High Streets, as permitted, and the 

underground electrical utilities consideration for next week.   

Mayor Patrick motioned and Kehoe seconded the motion to recommend to Council the Main, Center, and High the storm sewer 

project. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

Item three from the agenda, brought forward from the February meeting was the review of the Final Site Plan for Pizza Hut, and the 

discussion of the upper perimeter red neon lighting.  Copies of the final site plan were reviewed and Solicitor Stuck referenced the 

Garrettsville Codified Ordinance 1153.04(b) and 1153.05 pertaining to changes to the original site plan of buildings previously 

approved by the Planning Commission.  After a discussion the zoning inspector was instructed to send a second letter to the owner of 

Pizza Hut again requesting a revision of the original site plans, reflecting the installation of the red neon and a second site plan fee. 

Requested by Sheehan from Solicitor Stuck was information for review, and ordinance language to address issues regarding temporary 

storage trailers.  Sheehan discussed the need for defining the storage pods, uses, and a hand written map for location, so the storage 

pods will not be placed over an easement or near a fire hydrant. Sheehan wished to incorporate procedures and definitions to limit 

placements of the storage pods.  Matson was in disagreement. 

At this time a review of information obtained by Sheehan was reviewed for the purchase and installation of a traffic control/warning 

devise at the hill on State Street.  Sheehan stated he was researching several solar panels, as well as modifying existing signage, such 

as dangerous intersection, plaza entrance, pedestrian walking signs, and caution -  plaza entrance signage.  Sheehan will be 

investigating a firmer price.   

At this time Sheehan had an update to the lot combination reviewed, and approved at the December emergency Planning Commission 

meeting.  It appears there is a permanent water and sewer easement at the location of the desired placement of the proposed single 

family dwelling.  Sheehan said the owners stated they were never given a plat of the property.   

Chairman Hardesty requested a motion for adjournment.  Mayor Patrick motioned and Kehoe seconded the motion for adjournment. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

 

 

 

 

 


