
Garrettsville Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

February 5, 2015 

At 7:00pm, Chairman Hardesty called the Garrettsville Planning Commission to order with Jeff Sheehan, Jerry Kehoe, Robert Matson, 

Michele Stuck, Solicitor, and Jan Boehm, Zoning Inspector present. Mayor Patrick was absent 

After the Pledge of Allegiance; Chairman Hardesty requested an approval of the January 8, 2015. The Planning Commission Minutes 

were approved after a correction of a typing error with Jeff Sheehan motioning to approve and Jerry Kehoe seconding the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

Ms. Tammy Fitz, representing Rite Aid, 10764 North Street, located within Garrettsville’s PD/CBD zoning district, was in attendance 

to request permission for a 20’ temporary gray seasonal storage trailer.  Dates indicated for the trailer are 2/1/15 thru 4/30/15.  This 

would be in addition to the 40’ yearly Christmas seasonal trailer which was requested from 09/01/14 thru 12/01/14. 

 

Chairman Hardesty had no issue with the request as there was more seasonal retail stock and less space within the store due to the 

commercial remodel.  Sheehan also approved; however, would like to develop an ordinance with language to address issues of storage 

trailers.  Hardesty agreed with the above suggestion; would like to mandate a map to be included with an application to show where a 

trailer would be located and limit the trailer to a specific time limit. 

 

After a discussion, Matson motioned to approve the above request and Chairman Hardesty seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

Mr. Jonathan R. Martin was in attendance to request a lot combination of five separate commercial lots for the property located at 

8147 Windham Street, within the CBD zoning district. A surveyed Mylar, legal description, and photos were supplied to the Planning 

Commission. 

 

A discussion ensued regarding a question of a recorded easement on one of the five lots to be combined; it was unknown if such an 

easement was recorded. A stated concern was if there was or would be a permanent structure built over the easement.  Solicitor Stuck 

asked if there was a deed title search and did deed show any easements?   

 

One easement discussed was a storm sewer drain that currently runs between two of the properties. These storm sewers and drains 

were installed during the past summer’s road improvements. 

 

Sheehan motioned and Kehoe seconded the motion for approval of the request of the above lot combination contingent upon the 

understanding of the new owners, Jonathan Martin, that an easement which must be identified, or included, and that location would be 

conveyed to any future owner should the present owner wish to sell the property. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

A review of information for the utilization of the CBDG funds (grant for the down town area of $75,000 of approved state money) for 

Main Street revitalization in the form of a drawing supplied by Village Council member R. Harrington was discussed at this time.  The 

commission decided to postpone discussion for one month due to the absence of Ms. Harrington from the meeting as the commission 

would like to ask specific questions regarding the plans.   

 

To date there has been no resolution for utility easements or a purchase agreement settled for utility easements within the back alley 

corridor of the north side of Main Street.  Discussed also was the intentions of the new owners, Carlson Funeral Homes, of the 

remaining brick commercial building, to restore and inhabit their building.  Carlson has asked for water service; however, replacement 

of a water line under Main Street, the street curb, or sidewalk was not advantageous at this time.  Sheehan suggested an exploratory 

test excavation to help determine the location of a temporary service which would be installed across the Mascheck property (the 

location of the burned buckeye building) not only to run the water line, but also to establish bedrock depth and soil material make-up.  

 

Matson stated it would be foolish to utilize the state grant money to beautify the north side of Main Street  as there are no buildings 

currently located there, save for one, and there is yet no concrete plans for such buildings.  Stated by Matson, any future construction 

work for commercial building would probably demolish any existing beautification improvements made.  Some suggestions for the 

utilization of the grant would be underground electric wiring or storm sewer work for Main Street.  The discussion was tabled for next 

month with the hope to accomplish the above exploratory excavations.  

 



At this time the information requested from Solicitor Stuck by the Planning Commission at the January 8, 2015, meeting was 

reviewed.  

  

A discussion commenced regarding required apartment parking spaces throughout the Village.  Solicitor Stuck pointed out a 

discrepancy between Codified Ordinance section 1173.04 which states not less than two spaces are required per dwelling unit within 

the R-3 zoning district; and Ordinance 1173.05(b)(11), a site plan review for multifamily uses, states not less than 1.5 parking spaces 

are required for each dwelling unit in each apartment building. The remaining residential districts require two spaces per dwelling 

unit; two spaces per dwelling unit appears typical for other villages, except frequently there are additional requirements in complexes 

for guest parking for every several dwelling units.  

 

After the above discussion Kehoe motioned and Sheehan seconded to move to Council an amendment to Ordinance 1173.05 (B) 

changing the required parking spaces from 1.5 to 2 parking per all apartment units throughout the Village. The commission will also 

add guest parking spaces after reviewing the existing parking conditions within the Village.  Solicitor Stuck was requested to draft the 

Ordinance for Council. 

 

 Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

 

The information supplied about various maintenance codes in Fairlawn as well as housing maintenance and commercial property 

maintenance codes was reviewed at this time. Solicitor Stuck stated the Garrettsville Planning Commission should not distinguish 

between the classifications of housing or commercial properties; however, at this time enforcement would be problematic.   

 

Requested also was information regarding Chardon’s control of business types within their “Chardon Square”, C-2 mixed use zoning 

district with the possibility of finding any ideas to incorporate into Garrettsville’s planning.  There was no legislation involved that 

could be incorporated into Garrettsville’s ordinances. 

 

Sheehan mentioned again the need for ordinance language to address the issues of storage trailers; Solicitor Stuck was asked to 

research samples of legislation to address the temporary storage trailers throughout the commercial zoning districts. 

 

Sheehan also mentioned the need for a form of traffic control/possible warning devise at the hill on State Street with regards to several 

egresses now in place.  Sheehan had personally become aware of the traffic congestion with the egresses, lack of visibility from traffic 

descending down the State Street hill, and increased traffic during various times of the day.  It was agreed that research would be done 

as to the type of devise and cost.  Mike Heyd, supervisor of the street department, was mentioned as the contact person for 

information; it was agreed to contact Heyd for locations, type, cost, and feasibility of the traffic device. 

 

Covered by discussion again was the topic of the red neon lighting on the front and side upper perimeters of the Pizza Hut building in 

Garfield Plaza on State Street.  The original site plans were discussed at length as not indicating neon lighting.  The zoning inspector 

was asked to bring the original site plans to the next meeting     

 

Noted from the Zoning Office per Ordinance 2012-09, passed 5-9-12 and into Codified Ordinances 1149.05(r) (5), 2015, is the year to 

issue notices to owners of apartments above commercial establishments for the fire inspection and triennial zoning permits.  The  

zoning inspector was instructed to start the procedure per the Ordinance. 

 

Chairman Hardesty requested a motion for adjournment.  Kehoe motioned for an adjournment and Matson seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

 

 


