
Garrettsville Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

April 3, 2014 

The Garrettsville Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm with Chairman Tom Hardesty, Mayor Patrick,        

Bob Matson, Jerry Kehoe, Solicitor, Michele Stuck, and Zoning Inspector, Jan Boehm present.  Member Don Harvey was absent. 

Chairman Hardesty requested an approval of the March 20, 2014, Planning Commission Minutes.  The minutes were approved save 

for a typographical error mentioned, this being corrected, Bob Matson motioned to approve; Jerry Kehoe seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

Scheduled to be on the agenda were representatives for the James A. Garfield Local School District for further discussion of the       

15, 250 sq. ft. addition to the elementary school with regard to water drainage issues.  No one representing the school was present at 

this time.  Stated, the school was not ready to present further plans; should plans be ready a special meeting could be scheduled as the 

village did not wish to slow their progress. 

Mr. Brent Artman was also scheduled to represent the investors of Pizza Hut for further discussion of a lot split within the Garfield 

Plaza.  No one was in attendance. 

Mr. Mike Maschek was in attendance to review and offer information on his proposed architectural design and ideas for the 

reconstruction of his retail building or the whole block within the CBD/PD.  Maschek offered plans with a layout of a three story or 

possibly a two story building to replicate the burned Buckeye Block with no corbels or dental molding.  An arcade would be built at 

the center of the building through to the back to increase commercial rental space.   Along with the increased front and the arcade 

rentals, spaces could be increased with three units on the side and five units on the inside of the arcade.  This would increase 

merchandising space for six to eight more units. 

Member Matson asked if Maschek could narrow the size of the building to permit more parking at the rear.  Maschek’s response was 

that may be a possibility as he was working with Tom Chema and possibly Kent State.  Maschek would like to work with Kent State, 

Tom Chema and the Planning Commission via conference calls for the entire block for various opportunities for the village especially 

the back alley with regards to utilities.  At this time Mayor Patrick nominated Chairman Hardesty to represent the Planning 

Commission with this aspect of the planning.   

Maschek reiterated the presentation this evening was strictly conceptual and he was willing to sign easements for water under the alley 

and underground electric.  Maschek revisited the second floor of the proposed Buckeye Block, stating he wished to increase the square 

footage of the entire building from 25,000 to 29,000 sq. ft.; however, for the second floor he was proposing a 831 seat auditorium, but 

with stairways, aisles, possibly offices to one side, with the stage, this would leave 9,000 sq. ft. for an auditorium.  Maschek stated he 

hoped to utilize a 501C3, “Not for Profit Corporation Grant” tied in with the village for meetings, for concerts or plays, traveling stage 

plays, concerts or little theaters.   

Maschek stated the third floor would be initially empty; showed pictures of the same building with different façades.  Member Matson 

questioned the construction of the proposed building with respect to proper firewalls; Maschek stated, yes and that would be up to the 

architect and engineer.  

Maschek stated he would like to get coupled with the village at least for the second floor, for as a private owner trying to get grant 

money is hard; and going in as a force he could get the kind of monies he would need.  Maschek referred to the 35 benefits going on 

now, and stated those things are good , and that could help the business owners and can help the building owners, but he really needs 

grant money, and a lot of it.  Maschek stated to replace the building would be several million dollars; he was not insured at 

replacement value according to current codes; first floor, where all the retail would be is the most important aspect of the building, the 

second and third floors could be developed later.  As monies become available the second and third floors would be completed.  

Member Matson asked Maschek to show the plans to the Fire Chief as he would be more informed as codes and preferences.  Stated 

also, was the maximum 35 foot building height within the Village Code; member Matson stated this was true; but if Mascheck would 

come with completed plans that is 40 feet tall, the Planning Commission could refuse them he could then go to the Board of Zoning 

Appeals they can say okay; there is a way around it.   



Mascheck would like to start this off and have the Planning Commission consider the entire block and what would look best for the 

entire block, and to consider utilities updating prior to the start of the building.  Maschek wanted to highlight the second floor to see if 

he and the Village could work together, as he sees it the only way to get the monies needed would be to work together and help the 

business owners out, but the only way to get that is to get the buildings built , and do something collectively to obtain this 501C3 

grant.   

At this time, from the audience, Jeff Sheehan, Water and Sewer Superintendent, discussed with Maschek a possible location of an 

existing water main in the alley behind the burned buildings on Main Street; as the existing water main is not under and buildings. 

The color chart discussion was dismissed as all issues have been finalized.  

From the audience, Mr. Randy Weingart questioned what the Planning Commission does with respect to rebuilding of the downtown.  

Mr. Weingart is requesting the commission to consider while planning to rebuild is shared firewalls.  Weingart also suggested the 

village consider green space within plans for Main Street by pushing the buildings back 30 feet to accommodate green space for trees 

and benches.  Sprinkler systems were also suggested by Weingart while considering buildings contents, density and the flammability 

of the building’s contents.   

Member Matson suggested he talk to the Fire Chief and the County Building Department.  Weingart also stated he owns the back alley 

at Main Street, as he wishes to rebuild his building further back to possibly rebuild on the alley; yet allowing for the water easement. 

Mrs. Judy Bisard, from the audience, asked the commission what the time frame was for the clean-up from the fire.  Mayor Patrick’s 

response was the village had no control of the clean-up, but it was the intent to get a clean-up in two weeks, as Mashcek planned to 

plant grass for this summer.  Mayor Patrick stated he had made several calls; however, E.P.A. asbestos testing may be a hold up; he 

was hoping Ohio Edison could get the street lights back on as soon as possible.  Ms. Bisard stated she hoped the asbestos clean-up 

would be “looked into” and be facilitated as soon as possible.   

At this time Mayor Patrick as well as the Commission expressed their sympathy to the Weingarts for the loss of their business due to 

the recent fire of March 22.   

Mayor Patrick motioned to send to council a proposal for a temporary ordinance to waive zoning permit & building fees for the 

business owners directly affected by the March 22
nd

 fire; seconded by R. Matson, 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

Chairman Hardesty called for an adjournment, Mayor Patrick motioned and J. Kehoe seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     


