
Garrettsville Planning Commission Minutes 
 

May 5, 2011 

 

At 7:00 pm, Chairman Steve Hadzinsky called the May meeting of the Garrettsville Planning Commission to order with Mayor, Craig Moser, 

Gretchen Cram, Michele Stuck, Solicitor, and Jan Boehm, Zoning Inspector present.  Jerry Kehoe was absent; Gretchen Cram arrived later. 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Hadzinsky called for approval of the minutes of April 7, 2011. The Planning Commission approved the 

minutes for April 2011, when Mayor Moser motioned to approve the minutes and Chairman Hadzinsky seconded the motion.   

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

Chairman Hadzinsky covered item three on the agenda as Ms. Beth Straubhaar was in attendance to request a change in Use/Occupancy for the 

vacant commercial property located at 8126 Main Street.  Ms. Straubhaar is requesting a conditional permit upon completion of extensive electrical,  

Plumbing, and cosmetic repairs needed. Ms. Straubhaar and Mr. Farley representing the property owners, The Masonic Lodge, had requested 60 days 

to complete the project. 

 

After review of the supplied list of repairs to be completed prior to the opening of business, Mayor Moser motioned to approve the Change in 

Use/Occupancy conditional upon completion  of repairs indicated by the Fire Chief, Portage County Building and Health Departments.  The Mayor 

also extended the requested time frame from 60 to 90 days; gave zoning permission to issue the Change in Use/Occupancy permit upon evidence of 

completion of all listed points presented and inspections passed by the Fire Department, Portage County Building and Health Departments.  Gretchen 

Cram seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

The Weekly Villager and Tommie Jo Marsilio were present to request a Change in Use/Occupancy for the vacant building located at 8052 State 

Street in the C-2 zoning district.  The proposed use would be a legal office and newspaper offices.  After review of the application and fire 

inspection, Mayor Moser motioned to approve the Change in Use/Occupancy and Gretchen Cram seconded the motion.  

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

At this time Ms. Marsilio addressed the Planning Commission stating she felt the village was not business friendly with regards to commercial 

zoning permit regulations currently in place.  After a brief discussion, Ms. Marsilio stated she would take the issue to the Village Council. 

 

Mr. Pete Kepich was present at the Design Review Board to request a Certificate of Appropriateness for a change in the façade of the Garrett Mill, 

8148 Main Street, and requested approval of a fence to be located in the front of the business along the side of the sidewalk.  The above request was 

reviewed by the Planning Commission, highlighting the review from the Ohio Board of Liquor Control and permission from Ohio Department of 

Transportation.  Mayor Moser motioned to approve the above fence proposal and Chairman Hadzinsky seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

Ms. Bejger was in attendance from the Chamber of Commerce thanking the Planning Commission for their past and present willingness to help 

businesses throughout the Village. 

 

Item one on the agenda, Mr. Long had submitted a Change in Use/Occupancy for the business located at 8311 Windham Street, in the C-2 zoning 

district.  Mr. Long is selling wine kits, supplies, and accessories.  Mayor Moser motioned to approve the Change in Use/Occupancy and Chairman 

Hadzinsky seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous  

 

An example of home occupation ordinance, supplied by Solicitor Stuck, was briefly reviewed and discussed at this time; however, Mayor Moser 

motioned to table the discussion until the next month.  Gretchen Cram seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

Don Harvey questioned what percent of home occupations exist versus conventionally occupied homes. 

 

An example of large portable sign ordinance, supplied by Solicitor Stuck, was also briefly reviewed and discussed.  Ms. Bejger from the audience 

expressed concerns regarding the placement of 4’x8’ plastic on plastic portable signage being permitted throughout the Preservation District/Historic, 

Central Business District, versus the currently permitted sandwich signs.  After this brief discussion Mayor Moser motioned to table this discussion 

Chairman Hadzinsky seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 

A motion for adjournment was made by Don Harvey; Chairman Hadzinsky seconded the motion. 

 

Vote:  Ayes – Unanimous 

 


