
REGULAR COUNCIL 

 

         April 13, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Rick Patrick.  In 
attendance were Steve Hadzinsky, Tom Hardesty, Deb Wordell, Sheri Johnson, Jeff Kaiser, Becky 
Harrington, Solicitor Michele Stuck, Fire Chief Dave Friess, Mykola Schkurko, Police Chief Tony Milicia, 
Garfield School Superintendent Ted Lysiak, Chris and David Anderson, Ed Perdian, Mantua Chief of 
Police Harry Buchert, Chris Gerez from the Villager, Matthew Merchant from the Record Courier, and 
Assistant Clerk Linda Hartman (for Clerk Nancy Baldwin). 

Mayor Patrick called former Council woman Chris Anderson forward to present a plaque honoring Chris 
for her service to the Village. 

Moved by Hadzinsky, seconded by Kaiser to accept the March 9, 2016 minutes as presented by the 
Clerk.  
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Moved by Hadzinsky, seconded by Hardesty to pay the bills. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Revenue, Expenditure, Cash Balances, and Income Tax reports were reviewed. 
 
Ordinance 2016-8 was reviewed and read on Second reading. Council President Hardesty stated that 
residents with lots in the R2 Zoning district that are under the current one-half acre limit need to 
approach the Planning Commission to be included for the exclusion of fees proposed in this Ordinance. 
This Ordinance will be included in the May Council meeting for third reading. 
 
Ordinance 2016-9 was presented for consideration.  Moved by Hardesty, seconded by Harrington to 
suspend the rule that Ordinances be fully and completely read on three different days and that 
Ordinance 2016-9 be placed on first reading and passed. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Moved by Hardesty, seconded by Harrington to approve Ordinance 2016-9 An Ordinance approving the 
recodification, editing and inclusion of certain Ordinances as parts of the various component codes of 
the Codified Ordinances of Garrettsville, Ohio. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Ordinance 2016-10 was presented for consideration. Becky Harrington asked that in the future she 
would like this contract a month or two in advance. Deb Wordell asked what line item on the 
Expenditure report reflects the 20% commission of delinquent taxes the Solicitor collects and how is this 
budgeted for.  Assistant Clerk Hartman stated the 20% commission was reflected in the Solicitor salary 
line item but would verify the information with Clerk Baldwin.  Moved by Wordell, seconded by 
Hardesty to suspend the rules that Ordinances be fully and completely read on three different days and 
that Ordinance 2016-10 be placed on first reading and passed.  



VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Moved by Kaiser, seconded by Hadzinsky to approve Ordinance 2016-10, An Ordinance naming Michele 
Stuck, Attorney at Law, as Solicitor for the Village of Garrettsville and fixing her compensation for the 
period of May 1, 2016 to April 30th 2018, and declaring an emergency.   
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Solicitor Stuck presented council with an “Informed Consent to the Concurrent Representation of the 
Village of Garrettsville and the Village of Mantua by Solicitor Michele Stuck and waiver of conflict in the 
Mantua/Garrettsville Police Dispatch Contract”.  Moved by Hardesty, seconded by Hadzinsky to approve 
the contract and authorize Mayor Patrick to sign the contract. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Resolution 2016-11 A resolution of the Village of Garrettsville, Ohio authorizing the adoption of the 
Portage County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. This Resolution is tabled for further 
consideration. 
 
Resolution 2016-12 A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer to enter into an agreement 
with the Village of Mantua for the provision of dispatching services for the Garrettsville Police 
Department was presented for consideration. Chief Buchert and Chief Milicia presented dispatch 
contract proposals to Council. The first consideration was for Garrettsville dispatch to move to the 
Sheriff’s Department.  The Sheriff’s department could not give cost estimates past 2017 as their union 
contract will expire in 2017 and until negotiations take place, costs could not be quoted.  The Sheriff’s 
office did give a forecast that the wages could increase anywhere between 1.5% and 2.5% based on 
previous contract negotiations. Chief Buchert reviewed the cost estimates for the Garrettsville Police 
Department, Hiram Village Police and Fire, Windham Police, Mantua-Shalersville Fire District, 
Garrettsville, Freedom, Nelson Fire District, Community EMS, Windham Fire District, and Mantua Village 
Police to form a Central Dispatch site in Mantua Village. The costs presented will only remain the same if 
all entities listed agree to the costs presented.  The costs will increase if any of the entities do not chose 
to be part of the Central Dispatching Contract. Discussion ensued and questions were asked and 
answered regarding the contract.  Buchert stated that a proposed tax levy could be placed on the ballot 
(after conferring with Portage County auditor Janet Esposito) for the residents who would be covered by 
the central dispatch contract.  The levy could be placed so that property taxes would increase for a 
homeowner with a home valued at 100,000 by $40.00 for the year. The monies generated by a levy 
would cover the yearly costs for each individual entity thus greatly reducing or eliminating the cost per 
entity. Afterward Garrettsville Village Council agreed to accept the Central Dispatch Contract on First 
reading. 
 
Moved by Johnson, seconded by Hadzinsky to accept the Bailey Family donation of $150.00 for benches. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Mayor Patrick asked if any of the visitors wanted to speak.  Ted Lysiak wanted to express his and the 
Schools Districts appreciation for the Police Department and their presence at the schools.  Ted stated 
that there are many things the public sees that the Police Department does for the schools such as their 
presence at athletic events and during before and after school patrol at the school zones, but he wanted 
to state how valuable the department is for the things that the public may not see. The department 
brings the canine officer to the schools for inspection when the school personnel feel it necessary to do 
so.  So far the school has passed all of the canine officer’s inspections.  Secondly, the Police department 



cooperates with the school to counsel students who violate school policy by making verbal or physical 
threats of harm so that the student can return to school and continue their education.  Lysiak reiterated 
how much the school appreciates the staff of the Police Department. 
 
During round table discussion Steve Hadzinsky extended an invitation to the Queen of Hearts jackpot 
drawing and 50/50 raffle at the bowling alley on Sunday.  This week’s 50/50 drawing will be donated to 
help the Nelson Garrettsville Community Cupboard. Debbie Wordell asked again for paperless 
correspondence for the Council packets and does not want a paper copy of the Ordinance book. Deb has 
requested the order for next year’s Ordinance books be reviewed and reduced. Deb will be attending 
the Empower Local Leadership Conference.  Sheri Johnson concurred with Wordell and does not want 
paper Ordinance book.  Johnson then reported that the Park District would like to consider extending 
the Hike/Bike Trail around the South Street Park.  Johnson asked for Council backing and possibly the 
help of Village Personnel. Johnson then extended an invitation to everyone to attend the Hall of Fame 
dinner and presentations at the Garfield Elementary School on April 30th at 5:30 PM.  Tickets are $25.00 
and Johnson would like RSVP’s by April 25th.  Mayor Patrick announced that the 2016 Garage Sales will 
be held May 20-22, Spring Cleanup will be May 26th, and Brach pick up began this year in April instead of 
the original dates of May through November.  Patrick also stated that the Clock in the Clock tower was 
functioning correctly again. Patrick announced then that a call from Senator Eckland brought the news 
that Mike Maschek has been approved for $700,000 from the State of Ohio for construction of Main 
Street building.   Monies will be available July 1st of this year.  Jeff Kaiser asked how the State could use 
tax payer funds from all of the State of Ohio and give it to an individual property owner.  Ed Perdian 
stated that as long as the building was built for public use the funds could be applied to this project.  
Perdian stated he understood a space for a community theatre was to be included in the plans for 
construction. Kaiser then shared some pictures along with a complaint from Becky Zahurak regarding 
the dumping of canine refuse behind her building.  Police Chief Milicia will investigate. Becky Harrington 
concluded round table by mentioning that the Clock Tower repairman asked that the pendulum area be 
kept free of clutter. 
 
Solicitor Stuck stated that the magistrate for the Betty Kerns case is asking if Council would object to 
allowing a magistrate to hear the court case instead of a Judge.  Moved by Kasier seconded by 
Harrington to allow a magistrate to hear the Betty Kerns case instead of a judge. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
Moved by Johnson seconded by Wordell to adjourn the meeting. 
VOTE AYES-Unanimous 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 


